
 

How the World Really Works: The Science Behind How We Got Here and Where We’re Going 

Vaclav Smil       2022 
We have never had so much information at our fingertips and yet most of us don’t know how the world 

really works. This book explains seven of the most fundamental realities governing our survival and 

prosperity. From energy and food production, through our material world and its globalization, to risks, 

our environment and its future, How the World Really Works offers a much-needed reality check—

because before we can tackle problems effectively, we must understand the facts. 

  

In this ambitious and thought-provoking book we see, for example, that globalization isn’t inevitable—

the foolishness of allowing 70 per cent of the world’s rubber gloves to be made in just one factory 

became glaringly obvious in 2020—and that our societies have been steadily increasing their 

dependence on fossil fuels, such that any promises of decarbonization by 2050 are a fairy tale. For 

example, each greenhouse-grown supermarket-bought tomato has the equivalent of five tablespoons of 

diesel embedded in its production, and we have no way of producing steel, cement or plastics at 

required scales without huge carbon emissions. 

  

Ultimately, Smil answers the most profound question of our age: are we irrevocably doomed or is a 

brighter utopia ahead? Compelling, data-rich and revisionist, this wonderfully broad, interdisciplinary guide finds faults with both 

extremes. Looking at the world through this quantitative lens reveals hidden truths that change the way we see our past, present and 

uncertain future. 

 

 

Voices from Bears Ears: Seeking Common Ground on Sacred Land 

Rebecca Robinson    2018 
 

In late 2016, President Barack Obama designated 1.35 million acres of public lands in southeastern 

Utah as Bears Ears National Monument. On December 4, 2017, President Donald Trump shrank the 

monument by 85 percent. A land rich in human history and unsurpassed in natural beauty, Bears Ears is 

at the heart of a national debate over the future of public lands. Through the stories of twenty 

individuals, and informed by interviews with more than seventy people, Voices from Bears Ears 

captures the passions of those who fought to protect Bears Ears and those who opposed the monument 

as a federal “land grab” that threatened to rob them of their economic future. It gives voice to those 

who have felt silenced, ignored, or disrespected. It shares stories of those who celebrate a growing 

movement by Indigenous peoples to protect ancestral lands and culture, and those who speak 

devotedly about their Mormon heritage. What unites these individuals is a reverence for a homeland 

that defines their cultural and spiritual identity and therein lies hope for finding common ground. 

Journalist Rebecca Robinson provides context and perspective for understanding the ongoing debate 

and humanizes the abstract issues at the center of the debate. Interwoven with these stories are 

photographs of the interviewees and the land they consider sacred by photographer Stephen E. Strom. 

Through word and image, Robinson and Strom allow us to both hear and see the people whose lives are intertwined with this special 

place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shelter and Storm: At Home in the Driftless 

Tamara Dean  2025 
 

In the midst of the environmental crises of the early twenty-first century, Tamara Dean sought a way 

to live lightly on the planet. Her quest drew her to a landscape unlike any other: the Driftless area of 

Wisconsin, a region untouched by glaciers, marked by steep hills and deeply carved valleys, capped 

with forests and laced with cold, spring-fed streams. There, she confronted, in ways large and small, 

the challenges of meeting basic needs while facing the ravages of climate change—an experience at 

once soul-stirring and practical that she recounts in Shelter and Storm. 

  

Dean’s boundless curiosity and gift for storytelling imbue these essays with urgency and a sense of 

adventure. She invites readers to share in her discoveries while hunting for water, learning that a 

persistent weed could be food, or burning a hayfield to recreate a prairie. Contending with the fallout 

of fires, floods, and tornadoes, she offers responses to natural disasters that reflect the importance of 

community, now and for generations to come. Whether tracking down a rare, blue-glowing firefly, 

engineering a beaver-friendly waterway to appease a dying neighbor, or building a house of earthen 

blocks, Dean unites personal experience with science and history, presenting a perspective as 

informative as it is compelling. 

  

Keenly attentive to the stakes for our planet’s future—and the implications of extreme weather, shifting agricultural practices, and 

political divides, Shelter and Storm illuminates a thoughtful way forward for anyone concerned about climate change and its far-

reaching consequences or for anyone searching, as Dean has, for a more sustainable way to live. 

 


