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Teamwork Results in New Public Park for Stockton Area Residents
In July of 2017, the Stockton Township Park District announced
the opening of the Stockton area’s newest public park, Decker
AquaSod Acres. The park is a generous gift to the community from
John and Judy Decker who donated the property to the Stockton
Township Park District, and who worked with JDCF to make their
vision for the park a reality.
John and Judy first rented the property, originally 80 acres, in 1975
from Judy’s parents, Dr. Lyle and Viola Rachuy, who had been
managing the property as a wildlife area and tree farm. In 1983, the
Deckers purchased the property from the Rachuys and continued to
manage the property as a wildlife area, often inviting their friends,
family, and neighbors to enjoy the property on holidays and weekends. In 1985, the Deckers bought an additional adjoining 29
acres from Eldon Logemann to expand AquaSod Acres. During
the years of Rachuy and Decker ownership, over 25,000 trees were
planted, a pond was built, trails were added, and a fully functioning
waterwheel was constructed.
In 2014, the Deckers approached JDCF looking for ways to share
this incredible place with the community. Their first step was the
decision to permanently protect the property for conservation
purposes with a conservation easement. This legal agreement
prohibits activities at AquaSod Acres that are inconsistent with its
intended use as a public park and nature preserve, such as hunting,
off-road vehicle use, excessive development, timber harvesting,
and livestock grazing. Certain agricultural activities are permitted
and will continue such as row cropping and hay production.

“Betterment of the community, not just
personal accomplishment, is a goal that
all folks should strive for in a society. It
seemed logical to us to gift this
beautiful land, which Dr. Rachuy had
originally named ‘AquaSod’ and which
we had loved so much over the years, to
the Stockton community as a place to be
enjoyed by everyone in the Stockton area.
There’s just something about the woods,
the water, and the history of the place that
makes you come alive and appreciate the
wonderment of nature.”
~ John Decker

The lake at Decker AquaSod Acres.

In 2016, following the completion of the conservation easement, the Deckers donated the 109-acre property to
the Stockton Township Park District under the condition that it would be operated and maintained as a public
park and wildlife area. It took the Deckers and the Stockton Park District, with assistance from JDCF staff,
another year of work before the park was ready for public use. “This park is a beautiful jewel that I hope the
community comes out and explores,” said Susan Schamberger, Secretary of the Stockton Township Park
District.
Decker AquaSod Acres is located at 5186 S. Schuller Road (at the intersection of S. Schuller Road and E.
Morseville Road) Stockton Illinois. A grand opening will take place in the near future, after completion of some
amenities at the park. Watch for more details on this exciting project!
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Letter from the director
Dear Friends of JDCF:
Let’s take a vow: # no to silent springs # yes to return of native voices.
In her seminal 1960 book Silent Spring, Naturalist Rachel Carson sounded the alarm
bell with a reality that we may someday awaken in the spring to silence. Gone would
be the cacophony of bird songs that have blanketed the earth every spring since the
dawn of time. Silenced would be those sweet melodies that have given voice to the
renewal of life each spring. Silenced because of what mankind has heedlessly done
to poison the earth with chemicals.
On June 12 of this year JDCF members will say no to silent springs by opening the
Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary, a largely chemical free sanctuary for birds that have
nearly been silenced, a refuge for bird species whose numbers have been in steep decline since our post World
War II chemical onslaught. Valley of Eden will provide nesting habitat for many species of birds that need our
help – a gift made possible by our friend Nancy Hamill Winter and you.
Last year I was made aware of another silence on the land; a silence that we have also been complicit in; a
silence of native voices that through a series of systematic attempts to erase a culture, and its language, has
nearly been completed. However, like the birds that are returning to our area so too is a language that once
rang out through the hills of Jo Daviess County as the only human language in the Driftless region. That voice
returned to Jo Daviess County last year after a long, deep silence. And when I first heard it, it made me weep,
for I sensed that the birds in the trees around us have longed
to hear that voice return. It was the voice of Jon Greendeer
speaking in his Native Ho-Chunk language. Jon is one of just
78 people left on this earth who speak the language.
So we will give voice to the Ho-Chunk to the Sac and Fox and
to the Anashanabee through a series of events where we are
reintroduced to these native voices through authentic stories
and poetry and culture. I am convinced that we must listen
intently to these voices and hear their stories if we are to fully
understand how to be good stewards of the land.
Will you join us as we listen to the birds of the air and our
Native brothers and sisters of this land? We have so very
much to learn.

Steve

Steve Barg
Executive Director

Jon Greendeer, Former President of the Ho-Chunk
Nation, spoke at the Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary
preview event in 2017. He will be our keynote speaker
at JDCF’s Annual Meeting in April.
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important updates
We Wish You Well, Ryan & Becky!
As 2018 begins, there are some big changes in our stewardship branch. Our one-woman Northwest Illinois
Invasive Species Strike Team member, Becky Clow, and our Land Stewardship Director, Ryan Getz, are both
moving on from JDCF to pursue new chapters in their careers.
Becky has been with the Foundation for one year, working mostly alone in
the field battling invasive species found in local nature preserves. It was
during one of these days that she discovered a new invasive plant creeping into Jo Daviess County, Japanese Knotweed, and began a community
outreach program to area landowners on whose property the weed was
found. This was the first project of its kind for JDCF and it has resulted in
halting the spread of Japanese Knotweed further into the county. Becky
also worked with GALE and the Northwest Illinois Burn Co-op, preparing
for and conducting prescribed fires, a favorite activity. Everyone at JDCF Working with the NW IL Burn Co-Op was a
wishes her well as she heads west for graduate school to continue her
highlight for Becky. Here she returns from
a burn after manning the drip torch.
education in environmental studies.
Ryan joined JDCF in 2015 and quickly put his skills as a team leader to
work. He began a summer internship program to not only help with
maintenance on JDCF properties, but to provide valuable training to young
people seeking a career in environmental stewardship. He formed a new
relationship between JDCF and AmeriCorps that resulted in three separate
teams from the National Civilian Community Corps spending up to six
weeks volunteering on labor intensive projects including trail clearing on
a previously untouched eastern ridge at the Portage Preserve, oak savanna
restoration at Gateway Park, and removal of woody invasive species from
Clearing the overlook at Portage was one of
the scenic overlook at Horseshoe Mound. Ryan also brought JDCF’s
Ryan’s most memorable accomplishments.
stewardship branch up to the level of operations needed to support JDCF’s He explained the project to board members
preserves.
Bob Wehrle & Emily Painter in 2016.

Staff Milestones Reached
The end of 2017 saw five members of JDCF’s staff reach years of
service milestones with the Foundation. Deb Kelly and Christie TrifoneSimon were recognized for ten years of employment, Shauna McLane
and Jim Johannsen for five years, and Becky Clow for one year. We
congratulate each of them for their dedication and hard work in support
of JDCF’s mission.
Pictured from back row: Jim Johannsen, Director of Land Preservation,
Shauna McLane, Bookkeeper/Executive Assistant, and Becky Clow,
Restoration Specialist. Middle row: Christie Trifone-Simon, Director of
Development and Deb Kelly, Director of Communications. Front row:
Glenna Barg and Marilyn Kelly, office support dogs.
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land preservation update
Galena Gateway Park Expansion to Benefit Area Residents & Visitors
In early December 2017, JDCF donated the 80-acre Addition to Galena Gateway Park to the City of Galena.
This land donation represents an ongoing partnership between JDCF and the City to protect the conservation
and scenic vistas in East Galena and provide recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike.
Efforts to protect the scenic vista lying between Horseshoe Mound and the Galena River began
in 1996 when a group of local residents formed a committee to look at options for protecting
the greenspace area located near Highway 20 between Galena and Horseshoe Mound. These
residents teamed up with JDCF and attempted to acquire the property 3 separate times over
the next 14 years. At long last, their goal was partially achieved when JDCF purchased the
original 100-acre Gateway Park in 2010 using cash donations from members of the community
and grant awards from three private foundations. JDCF then donated the original 100-acre preserve to
the City in 2011.
In a public-private partnership with the City of Galena, JDCF purchased the Addition to Galena Gateway Park
in February 2016 with funding provided by the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation and with funding
and technical assistance made available as mitigation for impacts caused by the construction and maintenance
of the Enbridge Pipelines, LLC, Flanagan South Pipeline in partnership with the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service. The park now totals 180 acres and ensures that the Galena Gateway area will be forever open to the
public to enjoy nature and the main view shed of historic Galena.
JDCF and the City will cooperatively manage the property going forward. The City will maintain a series of
hiking trails and any benches, signage, or other public amenities that might be placed on the property. JDCF will
manage the natural areas on the property with the help of the Galena Area Land Enthusiasts (GALE), a
dedicated group of volunteers, who have been assisting JDCF with the management of Gateway Park for the
past several years. The property will be opened to the public in 2018.

From left: Mark Moran, City of Galena Administrator, Galena
Mayor Terry Renner, JDCF Board President Fran Peterson & JDCF
Executive Director Steve Barg were on hand for the land donation..

Prescribed fire will be used as a land management tool at the
Addition to Gateway Park as it has been on parts of the
original 100 acres, seen here during the 2017 fall burn season.
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land Preservation update
The Witkowsky State Wildlife Area: After 30 Years, A Promise Fulfilled
Over three decades have passed since Jack and Iris Witkowsky made the decision
to donate 400 of their 510-acre “Anka Farm” to the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) as a leadership gift towards the creation of the Witkowsky State
Wildlife Area. The family purchased the working farm, located on Blackjack Road
in Hanover, from Wayne Clarkson in 1965 and had spent many wonderful holidays,
weekends, and summer vacations there along with their two daughters, Anne and
Kathy, for whom the farm was named.

“Congratulations to
everyone who has worked
so hard to accomplish this
including Brad
Petersburg, JDCF, and
the new leadership at the
IDNR.! Its important that
everyone can enjoy this
amazing place as I did as
a young girl.”
Anne Witkowsky

“These were very happy days spent riding horses with the neighbor kids, hanging
out with the Virtue brothers while they were making hay, exploring the stream bed,
and having evening adventures out on the land,” said Anne when thinking back to
her childhood. The girls shared a passion for riding, and so ponies, and later horses,
were an essential part of Anne and Kathy’s days on the farm. “On the ponies -- oh yes! Lots of times we were
thrown due to them running with head down/bit in teeth, occasional rearing, and definitely tree rubbing (ask my
sister about that one!). But we also went swimming on the horses, raced them in hay fields with our friends, and
set up series of jumps with sawhorses and hay bales. It was an incredible childhood! Long after the donation to
the State, we continued to come out to our remaining acreage and enjoy it. We kept the horses for a number of
years, and carried on with the crops as well.”
The family’s wish was for others to be able to experience this amazing property as they had and donating it to
the state for use as a wildlife area open to pedestrian and equestrian use seemed like the best way to accomplish
this goal. “My parents had two stipulations for the donation. One, the State would need to grow the wildlife
area by purchasing adjoining land and two, establish and maintain a trail system for hikers and horseback riders.
Anne explained. “The state did make good on the first part as the property is now over 1,000 acres but fell short
on the second.” (Continued on page 7)

The wildlife area is a beautiful place to
take a hike. (c) IDNR

Jack & Iris Witkowsky at “Anka Farm”
in the 1960’s. (c) Anne Witkowsky

Anne, Kathy & Shetland pony Sandy
share a summer day. (c) Anne Witkowsky
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Preserve notes
A Lot Has Been Happening on JDCF’s Properties!
Galena Area Land Enthusiasts (GALE)
The grand oak savanna at Galena Gateway Park has been restored! Invasive species are no longer welcome.
Magnificent oaks can once again rule the landscape. This has been the focus of the volunteers of GALE over the
past few years in Galena’s largest park.
Galena Gateway Park is both a partnership success story and an
environmental dream come true. The resulting savanna, the
magnificent prairies, and woodlands, and the incomparable views
of Galena landmarks are brought to you by the combined efforts of
GALE, Northwest Illinois Prairie Enthusiasts (NIPE), JDCF, the
City of Galena, and many dedicated citizens.
The new year will again find GALE busy maintaining the various
prairies, savanna, and woodlands that cover this 180-acre park.
Removal of thistle tops the list of early spring activity. Other early
restoration activity will include the selective clearing of invasive
plants: re-sprouts from previous year’s tree and shrub removal
will also be targeted. GALE’s 2018 continuing restoration projects
coincide with the lattice of new trails that provide visitors with bird,
insect, and wildlife viewing opportunities. From prairies, to
savanna, to a conical Indian mound, Gateway Park pleases.

GALE members left to right: Tom Cunningham,
Dennis Harris, Deb Hyland, Bill Reid, John Arndt
& Gregg Painter. Standing truck is Mo Diaz. Not
pictured: Ed Strenski, Paul McMenamin, Noah
Haskin, Zoe Pearce, David Virtue, Jordan Gornick,
Steve Silberman, Marty Demarai & Diane Strenski.

GALE will continue its work on the slopes. The reward: camaraderie, the feeling of giving back, and a hope that
future generations will properly prioritize the value of a cared-for environment. GALE welcomes anyone who
would be interested in these continuing efforts: all are welcome to help in this worthwhile endeavor. You are
invited to explore the park and/or participate as a volunteer with the GALE gang. GALE can be joined at 9am
in the Gateway parking lot off of Powder House Hill Road on both Tuesday and Thursday mornings. After the
chainsaws fall silent at noon, we inevitably adjourn to a local establishment for good conversation and repast.
~ Bill Reid, GALE
Friends of Horseshoe Mound Preserve
The Friends of Horseshoe Mound began 2018 with a big
goal - maintain the park and somehow re-surface the
entrance road up to the top of the mound. Currently, JDCF
is faced with a significant financial burden to take care
of the gravel road which washes out during heavy rain
and turns into a washboard due to heavy use. In just two
months during 2016, 1,214 vehicles drove up the lane! Its
current condition also forces JDCF to close the preserve
to visitors during the winter season. Our staff is investigating surfacing possibilities
for the road with area contractors and the county road engineer. The friends group is
determined to achieve this ambitious goal! If you have experience with grant writing or would like to make a donation to the project, the Friends of Horseshoe Mound
would love to hear from you! Meetings are held monthly at City Hall in Galena.

The McKeague sisters Susan
Karnes & Marian Dehm
visited Horseshoe Mound in
2017.
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Preserve notes
Northwest Illinois Invasive Species Strike Team Winter News
Over the past couple of months the Strike Team has continued to treat invasive species within JDCF preserves
through prescribed fire and woody species removal. As the growing season ends invasive species treatment may
seem to lessen but in actuality it just changes. While many of the herbaceous invasive species have stopped
growing, woody invasive species are still treatable. The Strike Team switched to this tactic, treating woody
invasive species and woody re-sprouts at Wapello’s prairie, Horseshoe Mound’s savanna hillside, and Gateway
Park’s savanna.
Along with woody species control, the Strike Team prepped Wapello and its Addition, along with part of
Gateway Park, for prescribed fires during last years fall burn season. When weather conditions allowed, the
Team joined JDCF staff and volunteers to conduct the fires, which were being used to prepare the sites for
future prairie seeding.

A unique view of the Gateway Park burn.
(c) General Bob Photography.

Bare ground is needed for the new prairie seeds to take
root. (c) General Bob Photography.

Witkowsky Wildlife Area, continued. Fast forward to 2012. Local resident Brad Petersburg, spokesman for
a small group of area trail riders, approached JDCF with the idea of forming a friends group to take on the task
of clearing and maintaining hiking and riding trails in the Wildlife Area. Since facilitating the creation of public
trails is well within JDCF’s mission, the Friends of Witkowsky was adopted as an official volunteer group of
JDCF. After five years of relentless work, the Friends of Witkowsky finally have a written agreement between
JDCF and the IDNR to clear trails during two phases at the Wildlife Area. This major milestone was reached at
the end of September after several months of negotiations between JDCF pro-bono attorney, Tom Cunningham,
and a series of different IDNR attorneys.
“Phase 1 will involve IDNR staff hiking the proposed trail routes
to decide and mark the precise location for the trails followed by
JDCF volunteers clearing the trails. Phase 1 will result in a trail
system available for pedestrian use only. Phase 2 will involve the
steps necessary to allow equestrian use including determining the
location and design of a horse trailer parking facility, conducting
an archaeological survey on the proposed trails, and raising funds
necessary to cover all costs,” said Brad. “Bottom line, we have
won the right to clear trails on the Witkowsky Wildlife Area. Now
we have to make it happen.” By joining the Friends of Witkowsky,
you have the opportunity to help a family’s thirty year old wish
come true! Email info@jdcf.org and sign up today!

The Witkowsky Family enjoyed ‘Anka Farm’
year round. (c) Anne Witkowsky
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other news
JDCF Welcomes Our Newest Conservation Club Members!
What is JDCF’s Conservation Club? It was launched in 2010 to
recognize individuals who donate $1,000 and above in one year
to support JDCF’s work. Members are invited to special events,
receive JDCF logo-ware, and have the opportunity to be
recognized in this newsletter.

Tom & Yolanda Lobacz joined the
Conservation Club in late 2017.

There are several ways to give at the Conservation Club level
including in-kind donations and monthly giving. If you are
interested in joining this amazing group, please contact
our Development Director, Christie Trifone-Simon
at christie@jdcf.org.

JDCF Earns Re-Accreditation with the Land Trust Alliance
We are pleased to announce that JDCF’s accreditation with the Land
Trust Alliance (LTA) has been renewed by the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission in recognition of our commitment to professional excellence
and to maintaining the public’s trust in our conservation work. JDCF is
part of a network of only 389 accredited land trusts across the United
States.
JDCF board and staff worked hard to provide extensive documentation
for a comprehensive review of our policies and procedures as part of
the accreditation renewal process. The Commission awarded the renewed
accreditation, signifying its confidence that JDCF’s lands will be protected forever.

“Over the past two years JDCF
committee members, board, and staff
dedicated hundreds of hours to
making sure we comply with the
rigorous standards and practices
set forth by LTA. Why? Because we
want our members, donors, and most
importantly the land owners we work
with to have the utmost confidence in
our land preservation work, now and
forever.”
Steve Barg
JDCF Executive Director

“It is exciting to recognize JDCF with this distinction,” said Tammara
Van Ryn, Executive Director of the Commission. “Accredited land trusts
are united behind strong ethical standards ensuring the places people
love will be conserved forever. Accreditation recognizes JDCF has
demonstrated sound finances, ethical conduct, responsible governance,
and lasting stewardship.”
A ceremony to honor accredited land trusts was held at the LTA Rally in
Colorado last fall. Pictured from left, JDCF’s Development Coordinator,
Jessica Zimmerman, and Board Vice President, Susan McDonald, were
on hand to accept the Foundation’s award from Tammara Van Ryn.
Accredited land trusts must renew every five years, confirming their
compliance with national quality standards and providing continued assurance to donors and landowners of
their commitment to forever steward their land and easements. Almost 20 million acres of farms, forests and
natural areas vital to healthy communities are now permanently conserved by accredited land trusts.
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2017 christmas bird count results
Occasionally we have had to use an alternate date for the annual Christmas Bird Count. While 2016 was one of
those times, December 19, 2017 was a lovely day with no nasty road conditions to worry about. However, without snow cover, birds that usually can be seen easily along roadsides were scarce though sadly many species are
declining.
Six teams enjoyed themselves and one had a "surprise" that they wouldn't reveal until we met for tallying after
a great potluck at Fran Peterson's home: a Common Loon at Apple Canyon Lake. Hope it found open water
elsewhere when Arctic temperatures arrived shortly afterward. Open water also produced Canada geese, some
mallards, two great blue herons, and eight belted kingfishers. Thank you to participants, drivers, and to Fran
for hosting. She was even able to bird for several hours prior to our lunchtime gathering. The 2018 Spring Bird
Count will be held on Saturday, May 5th, 2018. ~ Grace Storch
Canada Goose - 82
Mallard - 141
Wild Turkey - 54
Common Loon - 1
Great Blue Heron - 2
Northern Harrier - 4
Sharp-shinned Hawk - 2
Bald Eagle - 25
Red-tailed Hawk - 7
Rock Pigeon - 94
Eurasian Collard Dove (count week)
Barred Owl (count week)
Belted Kingfisher - 8
Red-headed Woodpecker - 6
Red-bellied Woodpecker - 49

Downy woodpecker
(c) Rich Mattas.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker -1
Downy Woodpecker - 41
Hairy Woodpecker - 9
Northern Flicker - 3
Pileated Woodpecker - 4
American Kestrel - 20
Northern Shrike -1
Blue Jay - 166
American Crow - 221
Black-capped Chickadee - 38
Tufted Titmouse - 13
White-breasted Nuthatch - 34
Brown Creeper - 2
Eastern Bluebird - 86
American Robin - 1

Red-tailed hawk
(c) Rich Mattas.

European Starling - 606
Cedar Waxwing - 151
American Tree Sparrow - 124
Dark-eyed Junco - 175
White-throated Sparrow - 9
Song Sparrow - 1
Northern Cardinal - 40
House Finch - 29
Purple Finch - 3
Pine Siskin - 2
American Goldfinch - 75
House Sparrow - 413
Total species - 43

Male cardinal
(c) Barbara Baird
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recent happenings
Fall Forest Hike
We were fortunate to have a picture-perfect afternoon for the Fall Forest Hike at
Schurmeier Teaching Forest last September. People of all ages with a wide range of
knowledge about trees joined us for a brief tree identification program before heading
out on the trails for a hands-on, guided trail hike. Master Naturalist and JDCF volunteer
Pam Johnson talked about the species of trees and shrubs found along the trail as we
walked, pointing out identifying features on the tree itself and encouraging those in
attendance to pick up fallen leaves and nuts to help identify the trees around us. The fruit
of forest trees, including acorns hickory nuts, is known as mast, and years where trees
produce an unusual abundance of nuts are called "mast years." Whether or not 2017 was
officially considered a mast year, there certainly seemed to be more nuts than usual, a
welcome sight for the wildlife who depend on them for food. We hope you can join us at Pam Johnson leads the fall
forest walk each year.
Schurmeier for Fall Forest Hike this year on September 15th from 1-3 PM.
200 Attend Workshop on Return of Large Predators to the Midwest
On Saturday afternoon, November 11, at the Woodbine Bend Golf Course
restaurant, more than 200 people gathered to learn about the return of
wolves, cougars, and black bears to the Midwest, including northwest
Illinois, where all three species have been identified in recent years.
JDCF’s cosponsors for the event were the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) and the Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau. A panel of
expert speakers provided identification guidelines for these carnivores and
discussed their current ranges and habitat needs. They were in consensus
that breeding populations of these species in northwestern Illinois, if they
occur at all, are likely years or decades in the future. In the meantime, the
A trail cam in southern Illinois captured
IDNR is creating a response plan for public and livestock encounters with
this image of a cougar.
the lone individuals which are expected to continue passing through or
living here temporarily. And the University of Illinois Extension website, Living with Wildlife, will continue
to provide updated IDNR contact information for those wishing to report sightings at http://web.extension.
illinois.edu/wildlife.
Owl Prowl
Mild December temperatures encouraged record attendance for the Owl
Prowl on December 2 at Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve. Before
heading out on the trails to call for great horned and barred owls, those
in attendance visited around the fire pit with hot chocolate and treats,
learned about owls from JDCF Executive Director Steve Barg and heard
the story "Owl Moon" to learn the rules for searching for owls. Everyone there got plenty of practice with two of these rules: you have to be
quiet and you have to be patient. We walked the trails by the light of the
full moon, and stood silent, patiently listening for a response after Steve
called for owls. Though we didn't hear any owls, we did get the attention
of what may have been a hawk that responded to our great horned owl call Winter is a beautiful time of year to take
in the sunsets at Casper Bluff.
with an alert call. After the prowl, some stuck around to dissect owl
(c) Kevin Schuchmann
pellets to learn even more about owls and their prey. Everyone at JDCF
thanks Dave and Pat Casper for their volunteer support of this event - we couldn’t host it without you!
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notes from lost mound - december 2017
Christmas Bird Count: The annual Lost Mound Christmas Bird Count was
held December 15 with several distinguished birders participating including
Ed Anderson, Steve Bailey, Cindy and Ethan Brown, Phil Doncheck, Harry,
Nat, and Will Drucker, Fran, Heather, and Majela Harty, Martin Kehoe,
Randy Nyboer, Gregg Painter, Jeramie Strickland, Dave Thomas, and Dan
Williams. They identified 2,266 birds and 54 species at Lost Mound. This
was the first year that the saw-whet owl has been observed at Lost Mound.
Noticeably absent this year, or at least not found in their usual winter roost
locations at Lost Mound, were long-eared owls. While absent as well in
2014 and 2016, a record 36 long-eared owls were found in 2015.
Eagle Surveys: The biweekly eagle/hawk/woodpecker surveys were
conducted along a designated route by Sandy & Bob Walton and Bonnie
& Larry Thoren throughout 2017. Some interesting notes include: adult
red-headed woodpecker sightings increased 132% from 2016 to 2017 (100
vs 232); adult bald eagle population was similar but tawny (1st year) sightings increased 51% from 2016 to 2017 (116 vs 175). The highest recent
eagle count was 98 bald with total count during 2017 being 1,306. Other
interesting species observed include the merlin, red-shouldered hawk,
harrier, rough-legged hawk, partridge, olive-sided fly catcher, yellowbreasted chat, blue grosbeak, Bohemian waxwing, and Townsend solitaire.
Deer Hunts: Two special deer hunts, one for youth and one for hunters
with disabilities, are held annually within areas closed to public access.
The youth hunt was held October 7-8 with 34 youths from four states
participating. Five deer were harvested including the largest, a 10 point
buck with field dressed weight of 208 pounds taken by 15 year-old Marie
Petersen from Minnesota. Quadriplegics, paraplegics, amputees and other
disabled hunters from 10 states participated in the adult hunt held on
November 11-12. This special hunt prioritizes the inclusion of hunters that
are wheelchair dependent or amputees. Twenty-one deer were harvested
that included the largest, an 11 point buck with field dressed weight of 193
pounds. This deer was harvested by Michael Liscomb, a Wounded Warrior
from Maine, and was the first deer Michael had ever taken. Seth Nelson
and bloodhound Colt from Down Deer Recovery, a certified United Blood
Trackers provider, participated in both the youth and disabled hunt to help
hunters recover wounded deer.

The public viewing platform at Lost
Mound is a great place to bird.

Oops, there goes dinner.
(c) Kevin McTague

Seth Nelson and bloodhound Colt
helped hunter Scott Hansen trail a
wounded deer. (c) Ed Britton

Environmental Clean-Up: The Army continued with environmental
clean-up activities using remote controlled excavating equipment to locate
munitions. Projects included excavating a 12 inch minimum depth surface
sweep on 6 acres and the excavation of WWI munitions burial pits.
Training and test firing of munitions were conducted for many decades and
fragments of munitions litter the landscape. The burial of munitions was a
historic standard practice on military installations. ~ Ed Britton
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Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation
PO Box 216
Elizabeth, IL 61028-0216

On Behalf of JDCF
Board & Staff Welcome New
Members!

Upcoming Events

For a full list of events, visit www.jdcf.org.
Popcorn & Program
Ancient America: The Mound Builders
Movie & Presentation by Phil Millhouse
Friday, March 16th, 2018
Galena Center for the Arts
Presentation at 7:00 PM
JDCF Annual Meeting
Jon Greendeer, Former President of the
Ho-Chunk Nation
Keynote Speaker
Saturday, April 7, 2018 ~ 4:30 PM
Chestnut Mountain Resort
$45/per person ~ RSVP’s Required

Board of Directors
Fran Peterson, Galena
President
Susan McDonald, Apple River
Vice President
Christine Larson, Galena
Treasurer
Randy Downing, Stockton
Secretary
Maureen Bardusk, Galena
Tom Cunningham, Galena
Lois Gordon, Galena
Larry Martin, Galena
Josh Miller, Galena
Emily Painter, Galena
Jim Rachuy, Stockton
Frances Rivoire, Galena
Skip Schwerdtfeger, Elizabeth
Bob Wehrle, Galena
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